The presence of a supporting person during delivery affects cord blood haematopoietic stem cells.
Several randomised trials have shown that support during labour improves the outcomes of both mother and the newborn. There is a lack of information concerning the influence of the supporting person on cord blood haematopoietic stem cells (CB HSCs), thus, these cells have been determined to be a suitable graft source for haematopoietic transplantations. This study was aimed to examine the relation between the presence of the accompanying person during labour and some features of CB HSCs. Interestingly, we found that supported deliveries were characterised by lower CB volume and lower counts of HSCs and mononuclear cells in CB. We concluded that the presence of a supporting person during labour seems to affect the yield of HSCs.